City of Suffolk 
HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 


NANSEMOND 1646 SUFFOLK 1742 


May 12, 2022 


THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE 
HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
WILL BE HELD AT 9:00 A.M. IN 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
CITY HALL BUILDING 


Note: If You Cannot Attend This Meeting, 
Please Notify the Planning Division by 
12:00 Noon, 

Wednesday, May 11, 2022 
(757) 514-4060 


PREPARED BY THE CITY OF SUFFOLK 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


DIVISION OF PLANNING 


AGENDA 
Historic Landmarks Commission Meeting 
Thursday, May 12, 2022 
9:00 a.m. 


Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Approval of the Minutes 
New Business 


Request for Certificate of Appropriateness HLC2022-00009, submitted by Lee 
Edwards, property owner, for exterior alterations at property located at 140 Brewer 
Avenue. The property is further identified as Zoning Map Number 34G10(6)B*24A 
*25*35, Suffolk Voting Borough, zoned RM, Residential Medium Density zoning 
district, and HC, Historic Conservation Overlay District. 


Request for Certificate of Appropriateness HLC2022-00010, submitted by Jessica 
Trimmer, property owner, for exterior alterations at property located at 109 Wellons 
Street. The property is further identified as Zoning Map Number 34G17(A)*240, 
Suffolk Voting Borough, zoned RM, Residential Medium Density zoning district, 
and HC, Historic Conservation Overlay District. 


Request for Certificate of Appropriateness HLC2022-00011, submitted by Ralph 
Nahra, property owner, for exterior alterations at property located at 416 W. Washington 
Street. The property is further identified as Zoning Map Number 34G17(A)*109, Suffolk 
Voting Borough, zoned CBD, Central Business District zoning district, and HC, Historic 
Conservation Overlay District. 


Staff Reports 

1. Enforcement Updates 
a. Property Maintenance 
b. Zoning 


2. Administrative Approvals 


3. Historic District Design Guidelines Update 


VI. Announcements 


VII. Adjournment 


MINUTES 
HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
March 10, 2022 
9:00 A.M. 


The regular meeting of the Historic Landmarks Commission was held on Thursday, March 10, 2022, at 
9:00 a.m., in the Council Chambers of Suffolk City Hall, 442 W. Washington Street, Suffolk, Virginia, 
with the following persons present: 


MEMBERS PRESENT: STAFF: 

George Bailey Alexis Baker, Comprehensive Planning Manager 
William Bissell Sean Dolan, City Attorney 

Susan Coley Erin Dears, Planner I 

Mary Austin Darden Susan Dillard, Property Maintenance Official 
Oliver Hobbs Melvion Knight, Assistant Zoning Administrator 
Edward King Marion Riddick, Planning Technician 

Brian Shaffer 


Vivian Turner 


The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hobbs. The roll was called by Marion Riddick, and 
Chairman Hobbs was informed that a quorum was present. 


APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as presented. 
NEW BUSINESS: 


Request for Certificate of Appropriateness HLC2022-00002, submitted by James and Jessica Carroll, 
property owners, for exterior alterations at property located at 120 Franklin Street. The property is further 
identified as Zoning Map Number 34G18(A)*211, Suffolk Voting Borough, zoned CBD, Central Business 
District zoning district, and HC, Historic Conservation Overlay District. 


The staff report was presented by Erin Dears, Planner I. The applicant is requesting for exterior alterations 
to the property located at 120 Franklin Street with the installation of a six-foot tall top cap wooden fence 
to be painted in Olympics’ Elite Canyon Sunset with black metal hardware. The property received a 
Certificate of Appropriateness, HLC2021-00015, last year to construct a two-story single family dwelling. 
The proposed fence would extend 5 feet from the house on the left side and would extend 12 feet out on 
the right while running the length of the property line on both sides enclosing the rear yard. 


The six-foot-tall privacy fence is appropriate in the CBD zoning district, which permits privacy fences to 
be installed just beyond the front facade of the home. The fence, will completely enclose the backyard 
and will be set back roughly 35 feet from the right-of-way and will not be immediately adjacent to the 
public right-of way. Staff has found that the fence is appropriate for the style of the existing new 
construction home and fits with the surrounding neighborhood. Based on the previous findings, staff 
recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness, HLC2022-00002. 


There were no other speakers who spoke in favor or opposition of the application. 
The public hearing was closed, and the Commissioners briefly discussed the application. 


A motion was made by Commissioner Bailey to accept staff’s recommendation to approve the 
Certificate of Appropriateness request, HLC2022-00002. 


The motion was seconded by Commissioner Turner. The motion passes with a vote of 8-0. 


Request for Certificate of Appropriateness HLC2022-00003, submitted by Jeffrey Townsend property 
owner, for exterior alterations at property located at 156 W. Washington Street. The property is further 
identified as Zoning Map Number 34G18(A)*312, Suffolk Voting Borough, zoned CBD, Central Business 
District zoning district, and HC, Historic Conservation Overlay District 


The staff report was present by Erin Dears, Planner I. The request is for exterior alterations, in the form 
of wall and window signage, on property located at 156 W. Washington Street, Rennee’s Restaurant and 
Lounge. The property received a Certificate of Appropriateness, HLC2017-00011, in September of 2017 
for window signage. The applicant is requesting to install a new wall mounted sign, made of aluminum 
panel to be approximately 1.5’x 15711” (truly 1°4 1/32” x 15’10 5/8”) with the color choices from the 
Sherwin Williams Williamsburg Color Collection. The applicant is also requesting to install six window 
signs of various sizing that meet the underlying CBD zoning district regulations, made with high 
performance vinyl with color choices from the Sherwin Williams Williamsburg Color Collection. 


Based on the previous findings of fact, staff recommends approval of HLC2022-00003. 
The floor was opened, and Mr. Jeffrey Townsend spoke in favor of the application. He stated that all work 
will be done by Major Signs on Main Street, and it will take between two to three weeks to be installed 


once the application is approved. 


There was not a speaker who spoke in opposition of the application. 
The public hearing was closed, and the Commissioners briefly discussed the application. 


A motion was made by Commissioner Bailey to accept staff's recommendation to approve the sign. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Shaffer. The motion passes with a vote of 8-0. 


STAFF REPORTS: 
Enforcement Update: 
Susan Dillard, Property Maintenance Official, reported on the following properties: 


342 N. Main St - Property Maintenance Violations — judgement awarded in court - 
court on June 2, 2022 


179 E. Washington St - Property Maintenance Violations - court continuance until May 5, 2022 - 
repairs in progress 


388 E. Washington St - Property Maintenance Violations — repairs complete 


205 Grace St - Property Maintenance Violations - repairs are in progress — owner given an extension 
until June 1, 2022 


223 Bank St - Property Maintenance Violations - court — no service 


219 Clay St - Property Maintenance Violations - court — no service — title search ordered - 
possible foreclosure 


181 N. Main St - Vacant Structure - court on May 5, 2022 


118 Pinner St - Property was sold — new owner to demolish — demo permit to be obtained 
by March 15, 2022 


140 W. Washington St - Property Maintenance Violation — court on May 5, 2022 


Zoning Update: 


Melvion Knight, Assistant Zoning Administrator, reported on the following properties: 


129 Brewer Ave - Working without an approved COA — notice of violation sent on 8/31/20 
working with the owner to bring the site into compliance 


302 Bank St - Working without a zoning permit / COA — notice of violation sent on 8/11/21 
the property is still in violation 


351 N. Main St - Operating a Tire Repair Shop without a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) - 
CUP approved by City Council in December of 2021 — property is in compliance 


201 E. Washington St - Live entertainment without a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) — Conditional Use 
Permit Application was submitted on November 4, 2021 and is currently under review — notice of 


violation was delivered on 8-19-21 — approved by City Council in February of 2022 


213 N. Saratoga St — working without a zoning permit / COA (fence) — notice of violation sent 11/29/21 
brought into compliance in February of 2022 


444 N. Main St— temporary banner longer than 90 days — notice of violation sent 12/6/21 — court on 3/3/22 
will reissue another summons to try to reserve — court on April 7, 2022 


2 additional zoning updates were added as of March 4, 2022 


140 Brewer Avenue —summons for failure to apply for COA for a fence was issued on March 4, 2022 


156 W. Washington Street — a summons was issued for operating a night club without a CUP 


Administrative Approvals 


HLC2022-00001, 179 E. Washington Street — To replace the top 12 windows — approved on 1/6/22 
Announcements: 


Alexis Baker updated the Commissioners that the appeal for HLC2021-00041, 110 W. Finney Avenue, 
the Suffolk Culture Arts Center, was approved by City Council to paint the exterior a white opaque color. 


Ms. Baker also updated the Commissioners on the appeal for HLC2021-00042, 208 Clay Street. This was 
the application in which the homeowner wanted to remove the Victorian house and replace it with a new 
house. The homeowner decided not to got to City Council on March 2, 2022 and to use an alternate appeal 
process, 31-413(j)(2) of the Unified Development Ordinance. This process allows home owners with a 
landmark or contributing structure to potentially demolish that structure if they can follow an outlined 
schedule at a certain sales price. 


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 


March 10, 2022 


Motion: 


To accept staff's 
recommendation for 
approval for the 
installation of a 6- 
foot-tall privacy 
fence 


1: Bailey 
24. Turner 


Vote: 8-0 


Motion: 


To accept staff's 
recommendation for 
the approval of the 
signs. 


1“: Bailey 
24. Shaffer 


Vote: 8-0 


ATTENDANCE HLC2022-00002 | HLC2022-00003 
COMMISSIONERS 
PRESENT | ABSENT YES NO YES NO 
Bailey, George Xx x xX 
Bissell, William N. Xx xX 4 
Coley, Susan Xx x xX 
Darden, Mary Austin, Vice Chairman xX xX xX 
Draper, Merritt xX 
Hobbs, Oliver, Chairman > xX xX 
King, Edward L. x x x 
Shaffer, Brian xX » xX 
Turner, Vivian xX xX xX 


CITY OF SUFFOLK 


442 W. WASHINGTON ST., P.O. BOX 1858, SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 23439-1858 


PHONE: (757) 514-4060 FAX: (757) 514-4099 
DEPARTMENT OF 
PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Division of Planning 
To: Historic Landmarks Commission 
From: Alexis Baker, AICP, Comprehensive Planning Manager 
Date: May 12, 2022 
Subject: Request for Certificate of Appropriateness HLC2022-00009, submitted by Lee 


Edwards, property owner, for exterior alterations at property located at 140 Brewer 
Avenue. The property is further identified as Zoning Map Number 
34G10(6)B*24A*25*35, Suffolk Voting Borough, zoned RM, Residential Medium 
Density zoning district, and HC, Historic Conservation Overlay District. 


STAFF REPORT 


Overview of the Subject Property and Surrounding Area 


The subject property is located at 140 Brewer Avenue. This property is part of the West End 
Historic District of the Suffolk Historic Conservation Overlay District and is located in the 
Residential Medium Density zoning district. The majority of adjacent buildings to the subject 
property are historic structures built in the early 20" century. 


According to the National Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources, the building on the subject property, constructed circa 1910, is a contributing structure 
to the West End Historic District. The residential dwelling is a Craftsman style bungalow and is 
typical in design and form of bungalows built in the first quarter of the 20™ century in Suffolk. 
The dwelling is three bays wide with a central entrance. It has a steeply pitched roof, and across 
the full-width of the facade is an inset porch. The porch is supported with square posts that have 
Tuscan column pilasters. The roof rafters are exposed and there are square-cut eave brackets. The 
wood window surrounds are square-edged. The dormer has eight 8-light casement windows with 
window wells 


Case History 


e GZC2022-00083— On March 7, 2022, a notice of violation was issued for a fence erected 
on the property with the finish side of the panels facing the interior lot on the side/rear 
property line and without a proper zoning permit or a (COA) Certificate of Approval on 
file. 
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Public Notice 


This request has been duly advertised in accordance with the public notice requirements set forth 
in Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, as amended, and with the applicable provisions of 
the Unified Development Ordinance. A notice, containing a copy of the staff report, was also 
provided to the applicant on May 6, 2022. 


Proposed Actions 
The applicant’s request includes the following actions for HLC approval: 

1. After-the-fact installation of a six (6)-foot tall privacy fence with black metal hardware 
installed on the gated entrance. All fencing, including the entrance, are to be painted 
Valspar’s Ocean Spray solid wood color. 

Condition Statement 
A condition statement was not submitted for this request. 
Surrounding Characteristics 
A detailed description of adjacent and nearby properties is provided below. 
138 Brewer Ave.- Contributing Colonial Revival dwelling, circa 1925. It is typical in 


design and form of other Colonial Revival single dwellings that were constructed in Suffolk 
during the first half of the 20th century 


139 Brewer Ave.- Contributing Colonial Revival dwelling, circa 1930. The two-bay wide 
dwelling features a denticulated cornice with returns and a front-gabled portico with a 
round-arched opening 


142 Brewer Ave.- Contributing Classical Revival dwelling, circa 1935. This classical 
revival residential structure is a frame home with square edged surrounds on the windows 
and solid corner brackets at the eaves and a gable roof. 


143 Brewer Ave.- Contributing Craftsman-style dwelling, circa 1910. This structure is 
typical in design and form of other Craftsman-style houses that were constructed in Suffolk 
during the 1910s and 1920s. 


141 Pender St./440 Market St. — Non-contributing local government building, constructed 
in 1981. 


Site Modifications 


The applicant installed a six (6)-foot tall privacy fence along the perimeter of the property. The 
back and side yard panels were installed improperly and must be turned to have the finished side 
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facing out. The fence is currently unpainted, but will be painted Valspar’s Ocean Spray solid wood 
color or a similar color. 


Applicable Regulations 


A. Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) 
e Section 31-413(g)(7), Approval of Major Action by the HLC 


(viii) Landscaping which involves major changes in grade or walls and fences more 
than three-and-one-half feet in height. 


B. Suffolk Historic District Design Guidelines 


1. Chapter 5 - Section E.2, Decorative Fences. Decorative fences are usually used where 
fences will be visible from public streets in front and side yards to accent the yard and 
provide some degree of enclosure. Decorative fences can be made of wrought iron and 
wood pickets, with or without brick piers. No fence located in any required yard adjacent 
to a street which creates a solid screen may exceed 30-inches in height. If such fence is 
uniformly 50% or more opened, it may be erected to a maximum height of 48-inches. 
Side yard and rear yard fencing not visible from a public way can be a maximum of six 
(6) feet as allowed by the Unified Development Ordinance. Plastic and vinyl fencing is 
not allowed unless specifically approved by the Historic Landmark Commission. Chain 
link fencing and other wire fencing are prohibited. 


2. Chapter 5 - Section E.4, Tall Screen Fencing. Tall screen fencing is usually for side and 
rear yards where it is not visible from a public way to enclose the yard for security, 
privacy, and/or for restricting pets. These fences can be made of wood, brick, wrought 
iron, or stucco (when stucco is used for the primary dwelling). Tall fences should be 
constructed of wood slats of at least 74” thickness to avoid warping and provide adequate 
durability. Where wood fencing is used, it shall be painted or stained an opaque color. 
Chain link fencing and other wire fencing is prohibited. 


Staff Analysis 


In the RM zoning district, a six (6)-foot tall privacy fence must be set back at least 25 feet from 
the edge of the right-of-way, outside of the front yard setback. The fence was properly installed 
outside the front yard setbacks. However, the finish side of the panels facing the interior lot on 
the side/rear of the property must be turned to comply with zoning regulations. The applicant will 
paint the fence a solid color to comply with the Suffolk Historic District Guidelines. 


Summary and Recommendations 


Based on the previous findings-of-fact, staff recommends approval for Certificate of 
Appropriateness, HLC2022-00009, with the conditions noted below. 
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1. After-the-fact installation of a six (6)-foot tall privacy fence with black metal hardware 
installed on the gated entrance. All fencing, including the entrance, are to be painted 
Valspar’s Ocean Spray solid wood color or a similar color. 


2. All sections of the fence shall be installed or re-installed with finished side facing 
outwards. 


3. Any additional improvements shall require a separate Certificate of Appropriateness. 
4. All required building and zoning permits shall be obtained from the City of Suffolk. 
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Disclaimer. THE CITY OF SUFFOLK MAKES NO WARRANTY, 
REPRESENTATION, OR GUARENTREE OF ANY KIND 
REGARDING EITHER ANY MAPS OR OTHER INFORMATION 
PROVIDED HEREIN OR THE SOURCES OF SUCH MAPS OR 
OTHER INFORMATION. THE CITY OF SUFFOLK SPECIFICALLY 
DISCLAIMS ALL REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, 
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, WITHOUT 
LIMITATION, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF 
MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 


PURPOSE. 


The City of Suffolk assumes no liability either for any errors, 
ommisions, or inaccuracies in the information provided regardless of 


the cause of such or for any decision madem action taken, or 
action not taken by the user in reliance upon any maps or 


information provided herein 
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CITY OF SUFFOLK 


442 W. WASHINGTON ST., P.O. BOX 1858, SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 23439-1858 


PHONE: (757) 514-4060 FAX: (757) 514-4099 
DEPARTMENT OF 
PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Division of Planning 
To: Historic Landmarks Commission 
From: Erin Dears, Planner 
Date: May 12, 2022 
Subject: Request for Certificate of Appropriateness HLC2022-00010, submitted by 


Jessica Trimmer, property owner, for exterior alterations at property located at 109 
Wellons Street. The property is further identified as Zoning Map Number 34G17, 
Block A, Parcel 240, Suffolk Voting Borough, zoned RM, Residential Medium 
District zoning district, and HC, Historic Conservation Overlay District. 


STAFF REPORT 


Overview of the Subject Property and Surrounding Area 


The subject property contains a newly constructed non-contributing residential home, located at 
109 Wellons Street. This property is part of the original West End District Expansion (2004) of 
the Suffolk Historic Conservation Overlay District and is located in the Residential Medium 
District zoning district. The West End Historic District Boundary Expansion is adjacent to the 
eastern boundary of the West End Historic District. The boundary expansion contains ten primary 
resources located along the eastern portion of Wellons Street that are similar in design, 
architecture, and appearance to the structures on the western side of Wellons Street included in the 
West End Historic District. The West End Boundary Expansion includes residential structures, 
constructed between 1900 and 1960, featuring vernacular house types more distinguished by their 
massing than a definable architectural style. 


Case History 


A notice of violation was issued on March 25, 2022, for a fence erected on the property without a 
proper zoning permit or certificate of appropriateness. 


A building permit was issued on December 12, 2020, for a new residential structure. This permit 
was issued by the City without a certificate of appropriateness. HLC staff discovered this error 
after the structure was built. The Planning and Community Development Director determined that 
due to staff's error, no certificate of appropriateness was required. 
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Public Notice 


This request has been duly advertised in accordance with the public notice requirements set forth 
in Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, as amended, and with the applicable provisions of 
the Unified Development Ordinance. A notice, containing a copy of the staff report, was also 
provided to the applicant on May 6, 2022. 


Proposed Actions 
The applicant’s request includes the following actions: 

1. After-the-fact installation of a six (6)-foot tall, 331- linear foot, privacy fence and a gated 
entrance across the driveway with black metal hardware. The fence and gated entrance will 
be painted Behr’s Weathered White (HDC-NT-21), a solid color. 

Condition Statement 

A condition statement was not submitted for this request. 

Surrounding Characteristics 

A detailed description of adjacent and nearby properties is provided below. 
107 Wellons Street — A single dwelling circa 1945-1960, with a foundation of solid brick 
and stretcher bond, a wood veneer and brick frame structural system, with double hung 


wood sash windows, single leaf wood panel doors, a gable roof with asphalt shingle, and a 
central interior brick cap rowlock chimney. There is an attached single story wooden porch. 


108 Wellons Street — This two-story, three-bay, side-hall plan dwelling is surmounted by 
a hipped-roof built circa 1900. A one-story porch wraps from the front of the side 
elevations. The porch features turned posts and pilasters. Other original decorative 
elements are the plain frieze, half-glazed entrance with transom, two-over-two window 
sash and two diamond-shaped windows on the south elevation. The house is sheathed in 
weatherboards. The roof is standing seam metal. A series of additions has been added to 
the rear (east) elevation. 


110 Wellons Street — Contributing Foursquare style residential structure constructed circa 
1900. The residential structure features a porch with a hipped-roof and has vinyl siding 
with six-over-six windows. The porch has original frieze details and turned posts and 
balusters. 


113 Wellons Street — A contributing two-story residential structure constructed circa 1900- 
1914. The structure consists of a wood frame with vinyl siding, wood windows, a single 
leaf wood door with lights and a gable roof with asphalt shingles. 


HLC2022-00010 
May 12, 2022 


Page 3 


447 W. Washington Street — A Queen Anne-style two-and-a-half-story, frame, multi-gable 
building constructed circa 1900 as a residence but has been used as a funeral home since 
around 1950. The house retains its weatherboard siding, wood shingles in the gable ends, 
multi-light window sashes and entry with transom and sidelights. There is an attached one- 
story, wrap-around Colonial Revival porch with pediment over the entry, dentiled cornice 
and Doric columns on brick peirs. This house retains its metal shingle roof. 


Site Modifications 


As shown in the attached site plan and photographs, the applicant installed a six (6) foot tall, 331- 
linear foot, privacy fence. The unfinished privacy fence constructed of pressure-treated-pine, will 
be painted Behr’s Weathered White (HDC-NT-21), a solid color. 


Applicable Regulations 


A. Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) 


Section 31-413(g)(7), Approval of Major Action by the HLC 


(viii) Landscaping which involves major changes in grade or walls and fences more 
than three-and-one-half feet in height. 


(x) Any other major actions not specifically covered by the terms of this Section 
but which would have a substantial effect on the character of the historic district. 


B. Suffolk Historic District Design Guidelines 


1. 


Chapter 5 - Section E.2, Decorative Fences. Decorative fences are usually used where 
fences will be visible from public streets in front and side yards to accent the yard and 
provide some degree of enclosure. Decorative fences can be made of wrought iron and 
wood pickets, with or without brick piers. No fence located in any required yard adjacent 
to a street which creates a solid screen may exceed 30-inches in height. If such fence is 
uniformly 50% or more opened, it may be erected to a maximum height of 48-inches. 
Side yard and rear yard fencing not visible from a public way can be a maximum of six 
(6) feet as allowed by the Unified Development Ordinance. Plastic and vinyl fencing is 
not allowed unless specifically approved by the Historic Landmark Commission. Chain 
link fencing and other wire fencing are prohibited. 


Chapter 5 - Section E.4, Tall Screen Fencing. Tall screen fencing is usually for side and 
rear yards where it is not visible from a public way to enclose the yard for security, 
privacy, and/or for restricting pets. These fences can be made of wood, brick, wrought 
iron, or stucco (when stucco is used for the primary dwelling). Tall fences should be 
constructed of wood slats of at least 74” thickness to avoid warping and provide adequate 
durability. Where wood fencing is used, it shall be painted or stained an opaque color. 
Chain link fencing and other wire fencing is prohibited. 
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Staff Analysis 


The six (6)-foot tall privacy fence, enclosing the backyard, is appropriate in the RM zoning district, 
which permits privacy fences to be installed outside of the 25- foot front setback. The unfinished 
fence will be painted Behr’s Weathered White (HDC-NT-21), a solid color, in compliance with 
Chapter 5 of the Design Guidelines. Staff has found that the existing fence and gated entrance with 
black metal hardware and the proposed fence color is appropriate for the style of the existing new 
construction home and fits with the surrounding neighborhood. 


Summary and Recommendations 


Based on the previous findings-of-fact, staff recommends approval for Certificate of 
Appropriateness, HLC2022-00010, with the conditions noted below. 


1. After-the-fact installation of a six (6)-foot tall, 331- linear foot, privacy fence and a 
gated entrance across the driveway with black metal hardware. The fence and gated 
entrance will be painted Behr’s Weathered White (HDC-NT-21) or a similar solid 
color. Substantially, the fence does comply with the location shown in the attached 
site plan for HLC2022-00010. 

2. Any additional improvements shall require a separate Certificate of Appropriateness. 


3. All required building and zoning permits shall be obtained from the City of Suffolk. 


Attachments 
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Proposed Fence Paint 


View of the front 109 Wellons Street 


CITY OF SUFFOLK 


442 W. WASHINGTON ST., P.O. BOX 1858, SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 23439-1858 


PHONE: (757) 514-4060 FAX: (757) 514-4099 
DEPARTMENT OF 
PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Division of Planning 
To: Historic Landmarks Commission 
From: Alexis Baker, AICP, Comprehensive Planning Manager 
Date: May 12, 2022 
Subject: Request for Certificate of Appropriateness HLC2022-00011, submitted by 


Ralph Nahra, property owner, for exterior alterations at property located at 416 
W. Washington Street. The property is further identified as Zoning Map Number 
34G17(A)*109, Suffolk Voting Borough, zoned CBD, Central Business District 
zoning district, and HC, Historic Conservation Overlay District. 


STAFF REPORT 


Overview of the Subject Property and Surrounding Area 


The subject property is located at 416 W. Washington Street. It is part of the Suffolk Historic 
District Boundary Expansion Number 3 (2004) of the Suffolk Historic Conservation Overlay 
District and is located in the Central Business District zoning district. The majority of adjacent 
buildings to the subject property are a mix of contributing and non-contributing structures built in 
the early to mid-20" century. 


According to the National Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources, the contributing building on the subject property, constructed 1955, is a mid-20th 
century gas station. The structure is a one-story, four-bay, flat-roof brick commercial building with 
an attached asphalt shingle cornice. The office is enclosed by large plate glass windows. There 
are three garage bays on the facade and a single garage door flanked by multi-light fixed windows 
on the rear elevation. 


Case History 


e PMI2021-01435 — In August, 2021, the property was cited for the fence being in disrepair. 
The fence was removed in December 2021. No pictures are available for the section of the 
fence that was removed. 


HLC2022-00011 

May 12, 2022 

Page 2 

Public Notice 

This request has been duly advertised in accordance with the public notice requirements set forth 
in Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, as amended, and with the applicable provisions of 


the Unified Development Ordinance. A notice, containing a copy of the staff report, was also 
provided to the applicant on May 6, 2022. 


Proposed Actions 
The applicant’s request includes the following actions for HLC approval: 
1. Installation of a new six (6)-foot tall, dog-ear style privacy fence, fronting on North 
Avenue, and a twelve (12)-foot wide gated entrance with appropriate hardware. All new 


fencing is to be painted a solid color, light gray, to match building 


2. Replace the six (6)-foot tall privacy fence at the rear of the property and at the eastern 
corner of the building. All fencing is to be painted light gray. 


Condition Statement 

A condition statement was not submitted for this request. 

Surrounding Characteristics 

A detailed description of adjacent and nearby properties is provided below. 


408 W. Washington Street — Noncontributing residential structure of no discernable 
architectural style, circa 1966. 


409 W. Washington Street — Vacant lot 


413 W. Washington Street — Vacant lot 


420 W. Washington Street — Parking lot 


423 W. Washington Street — Contributing commercial building, circa 1932. This one-story, 
yellow brick building has a parapet and roofline and double storefronts. 


Site Modifications 


The applicant will install a new six (6)-foot tall, dog-ear style privacy fence, fronting on North 
Avenue, and a twelve (12)-foot wide gated entrance with appropriate gate hardware. The fence 
will be set back 20-feet from the right-of-way in compliance with zoning regulations. The existing 
fencing to the rear of the property and at the eastern corner of the building will be replaced with a 
dog-ear style fence. All new and replacement fencing will be in the same material and style and 
will be painted a light gray solid color. 


HLC2022-00011 
May 12, 2022 
Page 3 


Applicable Regulations 


A. Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) 
e Section 31-413(g)(7), Approval of Major Action by the HLC 


(viii) Landscaping which involves major changes in grade or walls and fences more 
than three-and-one-half feet in height. 


B. Suffolk Historic District Design Guidelines 


1. Chapter 5 - Section E.2, Decorative Fences. Decorative fences are usually used where 
fences will be visible from public streets in front and side yards to accent the yard and 
provide some degree of enclosure. Decorative fences can be made of wrought iron and 
wood pickets, with or without brick piers. No fence located in any required yard adjacent 
to a street which creates a solid screen may exceed 30-inches in height. If such fence is 
uniformly 50% or more opened, it may be erected to a maximum height of 48-inches. 
Side yard and rear yard fencing not visible from a public way can be a maximum of six 
(6) feet as allowed by the Unified Development Ordinance. Plastic and vinyl fencing is 
not allowed unless specifically approved by the Historic Landmark Commission. Chain 
link fencing and other wire fencing are prohibited. 


2. Chapter 5 - Section E.4, Tall Screen Fencing. Tall screen fencing is usually for side and 
rear yards where it is not visible from a public way to enclose the yard for security, 
privacy, and/or for restricting pets. These fences can be made of wood, brick, wrought 
iron, or stucco (when stucco is used for the primary dwelling). Tall fences should be 
constructed of wood slats of at least 74” thickness to avoid warping and provide adequate 
durability. Where wood fencing is used, it shall be painted or stained an opaque color. 
Chain link fencing and other wire fencing is prohibited. 


Staff Analysis 


In the CBD zoning district, a six (6)-foot tall privacy fence, fronting on a public street, must be set 
back at least 20 feet from the edge of the right-of-way. The property fronts on both North Avenue 
and West Washington Street. The applicant indicated on the site plan that all fencing will be 
installed properly. All sections of the fence will be wood, dog-eared style fencing, similar to the 
fencing installed on the eastern boundary of the property. Additionally, the applicant will paint 
the fence in Valspar’s light gray solid wood color in compliance with the Design Guidelines. 


Summary and Recommendations 


Based on the previous findings-of-fact, staff recommends approval for Certificate of 
Appropriateness, HLC2022-00011, with the conditions noted below. 


1. Installation of a new six (6)-foot tall, dog-ear style privacy fence, fronting on North 


HLC2022-00011 
May 12, 2022 


Page 4 


4. 


>; 


Avenue, and a twelve (12)-foot wide gated entrance with appropriate hardware. All 
new fencing is to be painted Valspar’s solid light gray or a similar color. 


Replace six (6)-foot tall privacy fence at the rear of the property and at the eastern 
corner of the building. All fencing is to be painted Valspar’s solid light gray or a similar 
color. 


. All sections of the fence shall be installed with finished side facing outwards. 


Any additional improvements shall require a separate Certificate of Appropriateness. 


All required building and zoning permits shall be obtained from the City of Suffolk. 


Attachments 
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Date: 04/25/2022 


EXHIBIT B 


PROPERTY MAP 
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Subject Property 
7A 


User Name: Awood 
Date: 04/25/2022 


PLAT AND THAT THE TITLE LINES AND PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS ARE SHO 
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VIRGINIA P. SMITH 
O R. 249 PG. 372 
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— SURVEY 
THIS TRACT IS LOCATED IN 
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Front of 416 W. Washington Street 


Right corner of 416 W. Washington Street 


View of 416 W. Washington Street from North Avenue 


Proposed Fence Color 


Valspar 
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| ee 
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HLC PROPERTY MAINTENCE CODE ENFORCEMENT UPDATE 


MAY 2022 
ADDRESS CODE VIOLATION(S) STATUS 
342 N MAIN ST PROPERTY MAINTENANCE JUDGEMENT AWARDED IN COURT 


e PEELING PAINT 

e DETERIORATED ROOF 

e DETERIORATED PORCH 

e DETERIORATED EXT WALLS 


COURT - 6/2/2022 


179 E WASHINGTON ST 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
e DETERIORATED EXT WALLS 
e DETERIORATED WINDOWS AND 
DOORS 


COURT CONTINUANCE: 5/5/2022 
JUDGEMENT/FINE - $800.00 
RE-ISSUE SUMMONS -— 7/7/2022 


205 GRACE ST 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


REPAIRS IN PROGRESS — OWNER 


(1 UNIT) e MISSING EXHAUST FANS GIVEN EXTENSION — 6/1/2022 
e MISSING SMOKE DETECTORS 
223 BANK ST PROPERTY MAINTENANCE COURT - NO SERVICE 
e WINDOWS DAMAGE TITLE SEARCH ORDERED 
e ROOF DAMAGE 
e DETERIORATED EXTERIOR WALL 
e INTERIOR SURFACE DAMAGE 
e DETERIORATED PORCH 
219 CLAY ST PROPERTY MAINTENANCE COURT — NO SERVICE 
e ROOF DAMAGE TITLE SEARCH ORDERED 
e EXTERIOR WALL DAMAGE 
e BROKEN WINDOWS PROPERTY IN FORECLOSURE 
e INTERIOR DAMAGE 
181 N MAIN ST PROPERTY MAINTENANCE VACANT STRUCTURE — 
(27 UNITS) e MISSING SMOKE DETECTORS COURT — 05/05/2022 


e INTERIOR DOOR DAMAGE 
e BROKEN WINDOWS 


CASE CONTINUED — 12/1/2022 


118 PINNER ST 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
e ROOF DAMAGE 


e EXTERIOR WALL DAMAGE 

e BROKEN WINDOWS 

e INTERIOR FLOOR COLLASPE 
e INTERIOR CEILING COLLASPE 


STRUCTURE DEMOLISHED BY 
OWNER 


140 W WASHINGTON ST 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
e SIDEWALK IN DISREPAIR 


COURT — 05/05/2022 
CASE CONTINUED 7/7/2022 


Zoning 


Case Activity Report 
May 2022 
PROPERTY OWNER(S) LOCATION VIOLATION(S) JUDGEMENT INSPECTOR 
LAKEISHA BRADLEY 302 BANK ST WORKING WITHOUT ANZONING NOV SENT KEVIN 
PERMIT / COA 8/11/2021 ALEXANDER 
Judgement for 400 11/2021 
Court scheduled for 6/2/2022 for 
1,000 dollar fine 
EWS PROPERTIES III 201 E LIVE ENTERTAINMENT WITHOUT A NOV HAND KEVIN 
LLC WASHINGTON ST CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP) DELIVERED ALEXANDER 
(Growf Herbal 8-19-2021 
Bar) CUP Obtained 3/10/2022 
VICTORY ALLEGIANCE | 118 W LIVE ENTERTAINMENT WITHOUT A NOV SENT KEVIN 
REALTY GROUP INC WASHINGTON ST CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP) 3/9/2022 ALEXANDER 
Going through Land Use now 
KK IT LLC 130 COMMERCE LIVE ENTERTAINMENT/ BAR NIGHT NOV SENT KEVIN 
ST CLUB WITHOUT A CUP 3/7/2022 ALEXANDER 
(High Tide) 
Going to Planning Commission in May 
JEFFREY AND RENNEE | 156 W LIVE ENTERTAINMENT/ BAR NIGHT NOV SENT KEVIN 
TOWNSEND WASHINGTON ST CLUB WITHOUT A CUP 3/4/2022 ALEXANDER 
(Renee’s Lounge) 
Going to Planning Commission in May 
JESSICA TRIMMER 109 WELLONS ST WORKING WITHOUT A ZONING NOV SENT 3 KEVIN 
PERMIT/COA FOR A FENCE 3/25/2022 ALEXANDER 
Before the board today to obtain a 
COA 
KAWALJEET SINGH 112 W LIVE ENTERTAINMENT/ BAR NIGHT NOV SENT KEVIN 
(REGISTER AGENT) WASHINGTON CLUB WITHOUT A CUP 4/4/2022 ALEXANDER 


(112 Towers) 


PEANUT GALLERY 
PROPERTY LLC 


202 E. 
WASHINGTON ST 


(Ryan’s Steaks 
and Cakes) 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT WITHOUT A 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP) 


NOV SENT 
4/19/2022 


KEVIN 
ALEXANDER 


ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL 


May 12, 2022 


FILE NUMBER ADDRESS CONDITIONS APPROVAL DATE 
HLC2022-00004 213 N. Saratoga St. After-the-fact like for 1/28/2022 
like fence replacement 

HLC2022-00006 Cedar Hill Landscaping/slope 5/2/2022 

Cemetery/102 Mahan stabilization 
Street 
HLC2022-00007 220 Pinner Street Repaint home with 3/21/2022 
approved colors 

HLC2022-00012 230 N. Main Street After-the-fact window 4/18/2022 
and wall sign 
installation 

HLC2022-00013 118 W. Washington After-the-fact window 4/21/2022 


Street 


and wall sign 
installation 


